The technologies supported under the IC&V program range from infrastructure technologies at the level of networking and bus protocols, to middleware for providing easy interoperability, to user-oriented collaborative tools.  Given this wide range of technologies and the background of the EWG members, the EWG has decided to focus on the user-oriented end of the spectrum.  In addition, specific interests of various EWG members (NIST, in particular) may lead to subgroups working in the area of infrastructure technology evaluation, especially as these areas affect the user level (e.g., sensitivity to network load may limit number of participants in a collaborative session).  Currently, there are no plans for the EWG to provide evaluation metrics aimed at the software infrastructure; e.g., how easy it is to make a new application collaborative, or how a given layer of middleware might enhance interoperability.  These are clearly important issues that will affect the long-term success of the program, but they lie outside the scope of the EWG as it is currently constituted.

