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The DARPA Intelligent Collaboration and Visualization program (IC&V) has the goal of developing the generation-after-next collaboration middleware and tools that will enable military components and joint staff groups to enhance the effectiveness of collaborations by:

Gathering collaborators together across time and space for rapid response in time-critical situations

Bringing appropriate information resources together across time and space within the context of a task

The IC&V program has funded a number of groups to develop collaborative technologies to address these objectives; it has also devoted funds to establishing evaluation metrics, methodologies and tools.  The IC&V program objectives are:

Enable access to collaborative systems via diverse portals, from hand-held through room-sized.

Enable interoperability across systems using diverse encoding formats, coordination and consistency protocols, and real-time services.

Scale collaborations to 10 active contributors, 100 questioners, and 1000 observers.

Reduce by an order of magnitude the time needed to generate collaborative applications.

Enable real-time discovery of relevant collaborators and information within task context.

Reduce by an order of magnitude the time required to establish collaborative sessions across heterogeneous environments.

Reduce by an order of magnitude the time required to review collaborative sessions.

Improve task-based performance of collaborators by two orders of magnitude.

The effectiveness of the overall IC&V program will be evaluated with respect to these high-level objectives.  The Evaluation Working Group (EWG) of the IC&V program was established to support implementation of the evaluation of collaborative tools developed under IC&V.  The EWG will develop the evaluation metrics and methodology, and will develop, or guide the development of, specific tests and tools for achieving effective and economical evaluation of the collaborative technologies that make up the IC&V program.

